
NO YES 

Has there been a previous custody order  
in another jurisdiction? 

NO 

YES 

Does the child or any 
party remain in that 
jurisdiction? 

NO 

NO 

NO 

Would any other state 
have a basis for 
jurisdiction? 

WASHINGTON HAS 
JURISDICTION 

WASHINGTON DOES NOT 
HAVE JURISDICTION 

Is Washington the home 
state?  (child here for six 
months or more) 

YES 

YES 

YES 

NO 

YES 

NO 

Has that state declined 
in favor of Washington? 

YES 

Does Washington have 
significant connections 
and substantial evidence? 

UCCJEA INITIAL AND CONTINUING JURISDICTION FLOWCHART 

Is there another state 
which is the child’s home 
state? 


