
Giving Context for Equity in the Courts: 



Objectives



Contextdefined 

”the action of weaving, connection, coherence, 
ordered scheme, structure”



What is your lived expertise?Introduce Yourself



The Family 
Therapeutic 
Courts (FTCs)

•

•

•

•

•



The Family 
Therapeutic 
Court Goals



Best Practices in FTCs
•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•



Family Therapeutic 
Courts Facts



•

•

•

•

Some Unique Challenges of 
Entering High Contact Courts
for Historically Marginalized 

Groups



The Family 
Therapeutic 
Courts (FTCs)

•

•



Spotlight on Efforts in King County, 
Washington



King County FTC
Primary Goals

•

•

•

•



Eligibility 
Criteria for 
KCFTC

•

•

•

•

•



KCFTC Entry Process
Prior to Court:
•

•

•

•

•

•

In Court:
•

•

•

•

•

•

•



KCFTC 
Program 
Model

•

•

•

•

•

•



Working on Proportionality - 2013
What’s been done?
•

•

•

•

•

•

What are the challenges?
•

•

•

•

•



Working on Proportionality - 2023
2013 challenges?
•

•

•

•

•

What’s been done since?
•

•

•

•

•



Drop Off Analysis
Referral Percent
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C

60% 

40% 

20% 

0% 

Intake Percent

White PO
C

50% 

40% 

30% 

20% 

10% 

0% 



Staffing Rates
Staffing Percent Incremental

White POC
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Acceptance Rates
Accepted Percent Incremental

White POC
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Graduation Rates
Graduated Percent Incremental

White POC
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Reasons for Not Entering FTC 
2013-2022



What’s 
Next 



Program Goal Comparison 
2011 Evaluation
•

•

•

•

2019 Evaluation
•

•

•

•

•



You’re only as good 
as your data!



Manisha Jackson

26



KCFTC:  Entry to Exit Perspectives
•

•

•

•



Belonging & the Family Recovery 
Support Specialist Role



From Large to Small 
Communities



Gabbi: Family 
Recovery Court 

Caseworker



Mason County

https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/masoncountywashington/PST045221
https://datausa.io/profile/geo/mason-county-wa
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Mason 
County 
Family 
Recovery 
Court 
(FRC)

•

•

• Parents do an intake interview to 

assess needs and history

•
•

•

•

•



Rural Community 
Challenges •

•

•



Every day community  
interactions set an 

example of successful 
recovery

Peer Connection and 
Advocacy

•

•

•



Audience Question



Small Changes 
with big impacts



Thank you!



Meghan Fitzgerald, PhD
FTC Training Coordinator 

Family and Youth Justice Programs

Administrative Office of the Courts

meghan.fitzgerald@courts.wa.gov

www.wacita.org

Manisha Jackson
Family Recovery Support Specialist

King County Family Treatment Court

manjackson@kingcounty.gov

Gabrielle Cranor
Family Recovery Court Caseworker

Mason County Superior Court

GCranor@co.mason.wa.us

Jill Murphy, LICSW
Family Treatment Court Program Manager 

King Court Superior Court

Jill.Murphy@kingcounty.gov

What questions can we answer?

mailto:Meghan.fitzgerald@courts.wa.gov
http://www.wacita.org/
mailto:manjackson@kingcounty.gov
https://www.hca.wa.gov/
https://www.dcyf.wa.gov/
http://www.courts.wa.gov/
https://www.cffutures.org/
https://www.cffutures.org/national-fdc-tta-program/
https://ojjdp.ojp.gov/programs/family-drug-court-program
mailto:GCranor@co.mason.wa.us
https://kingcounty.gov/courts/superior-court.aspx
mailto:Jill.Murphy@kingcounty.gov

