7 INCARCERATED PARENTS

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE OF THE COURTS

Child Dependency Courts

Maintaining the parent-child relationship during parental
incarceration is crucial for both the child’s well-being and the
parent’s rehabilitation.

For PARENTS, staying connected to their children
can serve as a powerful motivator for rehabilitation
and reintegration into the community. Strengthening
these relationships supports family reunification
post-release and reduces the risk of recidivism.

For CHILDREN, regular contact with an incarcerated
parent helps preserve emotional bonds, reduces
feelings of abandonment, and provides stability
during a challenging time of separation. When
parents are incarcerated far from home (as is often
the case) it makes family time much more difficult.
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>>> Services: What treatment services and parenting classes are available
to incarcerated parents can vary widely depending on correctional
center. This can greatly impact the ability of a parent to participate in
their case plan services, and ultimately reunify with their child.

>>> Visitation: The types and frequency of visitation varies among
correctional centers. In-person contact visits in supportive and child-
friendly environments are recommended to help mitigate the effects of
parental incarceration.

>>> Hearings: Incarcerated individuals have the right to meaningful access
to hearings, but this can be difficult to achieve. The ability to consistently
attend scheduled court hearings via telephone or computer while
incarcerated varies among courts and correctional centers.

»>> Paperwork: Incarcerated individuals often struggle to obtain,
understand, and timely file legal documents, which can impact their
ability to participate in legal proceedings. Access to printers/copy
machines for making required copies of pleadings is difficult and
sometimes impossible. Even though a party is indigent for court purposes,
the DOC may still require payment for copies, creating another barrier.

Washington is one of the few states with caregiver diversion laws that
create specialty programs for parents or give parents priority access to
diversion or alternative-to-incarceration programs such as drug treatment
programs, electronic monitoring, or other community-based alternatives.

RCW 13.34.030(15)

Resources

\C‘Q Washington Defender Association - Incarcerated
™ Parents Project Dependency Resources

\6‘9 VINELINK (State Prison & local jail inmate search)

\@? Federal Bureau of Prisons Inmate Search

\@7 Coping With Incarceration (resources for children)

For questions please contact Family & Youth Justice Programs


https://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=13.34.030
https://www.wacita.org/contact/
https://defensenet.org/resource-category/dependency-brief-bank/
https://defensenet.org/resource-category/dependency-brief-bank/
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=d2c4ed42556a8f12770fa8327d9f088cce69266d85b6179c593b45a3a07b3512JmltdHM9MTc0MTEzMjgwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=0a42bb51-a76f-6f97-109c-a8e7a6426ef3&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9ianMub2pwLmdvdi9jb250ZW50L3B1Yi9wZGYvcHB0bWNzcGkxNnN0LnBkZg&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=d2c4ed42556a8f12770fa8327d9f088cce69266d85b6179c593b45a3a07b3512JmltdHM9MTc0MTEzMjgwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=0a42bb51-a76f-6f97-109c-a8e7a6426ef3&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9ianMub2pwLmdvdi9jb250ZW50L3B1Yi9wZGYvcHB0bWNzcGkxNnN0LnBkZg&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=d2c4ed42556a8f12770fa8327d9f088cce69266d85b6179c593b45a3a07b3512JmltdHM9MTc0MTEzMjgwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=0a42bb51-a76f-6f97-109c-a8e7a6426ef3&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9ianMub2pwLmdvdi9jb250ZW50L3B1Yi9wZGYvcHB0bWNzcGkxNnN0LnBkZg&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=d2c4ed42556a8f12770fa8327d9f088cce69266d85b6179c593b45a3a07b3512JmltdHM9MTc0MTEzMjgwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=0a42bb51-a76f-6f97-109c-a8e7a6426ef3&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9ianMub2pwLmdvdi9jb250ZW50L3B1Yi9wZGYvcHB0bWNzcGkxNnN0LnBkZg&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=d2c4ed42556a8f12770fa8327d9f088cce69266d85b6179c593b45a3a07b3512JmltdHM9MTc0MTEzMjgwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=0a42bb51-a76f-6f97-109c-a8e7a6426ef3&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9ianMub2pwLmdvdi9jb250ZW50L3B1Yi9wZGYvcHB0bWNzcGkxNnN0LnBkZg&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=d2c4ed42556a8f12770fa8327d9f088cce69266d85b6179c593b45a3a07b3512JmltdHM9MTc0MTEzMjgwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=0a42bb51-a76f-6f97-109c-a8e7a6426ef3&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9ianMub2pwLmdvdi9jb250ZW50L3B1Yi9wZGYvcHB0bWNzcGkxNnN0LnBkZg&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=d2c4ed42556a8f12770fa8327d9f088cce69266d85b6179c593b45a3a07b3512JmltdHM9MTc0MTEzMjgwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=0a42bb51-a76f-6f97-109c-a8e7a6426ef3&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9ianMub2pwLmdvdi9jb250ZW50L3B1Yi9wZGYvcHB0bWNzcGkxNnN0LnBkZg&ntb=1
https://bjs.ojp.gov/content/pub/pdf/pptmcspi16st.pdf
https://bjs.ojp.gov/content/pub/pdf/pptmcspi16st.pdf
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=34faadeca33ece85af6b8593e5656d995e95e82da17e369fff1c65f5c97089f8JmltdHM9MTc0MTY1MTIwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=0a42bb51-a76f-6f97-109c-a8e7a6426ef3&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9sZWdhbGNsYXJpdHkub3JnL2lubWF0ZS1sZWdhbC1kb2N1bWVudC1zaWduaW5nLXByb2Nlc3Nlcy1hbmQtY2hhbGxlbmdlcy8&ntb=1
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https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=34faadeca33ece85af6b8593e5656d995e95e82da17e369fff1c65f5c97089f8JmltdHM9MTc0MTY1MTIwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=0a42bb51-a76f-6f97-109c-a8e7a6426ef3&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9sZWdhbGNsYXJpdHkub3JnL2lubWF0ZS1sZWdhbC1kb2N1bWVudC1zaWduaW5nLXByb2Nlc3Nlcy1hbmQtY2hhbGxlbmdlcy8&ntb=1
https://www.bop.gov/inmateloc/
https://www.vinelink.com/#state-selection
https://sesameworkshop.org/resources/coping-with-incarceration/

